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have alreacly been killed by the barkbeetle, Dertdroctotltts piceaperda Hopk',

which increasecl considerably in numbers in r93I. There are no previous re-

cords of such an outbreak. 'fhe insect has been determined by the outbreaks

at both the United States National Nluseum and at the British Museum to

be the European species, Diprion polytow,wno Hartig.
Although this species was first described in 1834, and there are a nurl-

ber of references to it in European literature as a defoliator of spruce, it
does not seem to have appealecl before in such destructive numbers. That it
should be first discoverecl on this continent in tl-re form of a large outbreak

throughout the interior of the Gaspe peninsula raises the question as to how

it was introduced. It seems to have established itself over a very extensive

area before developing into an epidemic. There is no evidence that it entered

the country at any point.

No parasites have as yet been found and the chief biotic factor of con-

trol seems to be the destruction of the cocoons by shrer'vs and mice. At higher

altitudes a number of the larvae were caught by early snorvs and considerably

mortality may result fron-r the shortness of the season. No general reduction

of numbers, however, t''as discovered during the past season and a continuance

of the outbreak is to be expected. There has been an unusual overlapping of
generations and about seventy-five per cent of last rvinter's hibernating larvae

ren,ained clormant during the summer and are sti1l in the prepupal stage. This
probably adds to the likelihood of a continued outbreak'

The larvae, .rvhich may be founcl on the trees from July to September,

vafy some\vhat in colour in the di{ferent instars. They gradually turn frorn

pale yellowish to fairl1' dark green. In the fourth stage, {ive fine, white, longi-

tudinal stripes appeaf. In the sixth stage, rvhich hibernates without feeding,

these ivhite stripes ate missing and the body is rrrarkecl hy one dolso-rnedial

and two dorso-lateral light green stripes on a dark ground. The head is green'

ish-bror'vn rvith the eyes almost black.

There is only onc generation a yeaf in the ()aspe peninsula. The eggs

are laid singlv in the needles throughout July ancl the first part of August, and

hatch in about ten days. Hibernation commences in September. It is not known

yet rvhether this year's larvae fill procluce adults next year or t'hether they

will all carry over in the ground another season.

THE OCCURRENCE Otr THE ODD RtrETLE ,\ND A BRIEF NOTE
ON OTHER DERMESTID SPECIES IN CANADA

BY C. R. TWINN,
Entomological Branch, Department o{ Agricu ture' ottawa

The occurrence in Canacla of tl-rat ur-rique and interesting species, r/zy-
Iod'rias contractu,s NIots.. r'vhich Felt (z) has dubbed "the odd beet1e", is a

matter worthy of note.

This species was first cliscovered in North America, in May, r9o2, by

X{rs. Annie Trumbull Slosson, who founcl the insects in a box of neglected en-

tomological specimens stored in an o1d closet in her home in Nerv York' She

sent specimens to leading coleopterists in the United States and England, all
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of u'hotu \'vere inpressed by the turusual characters o{ the species but yr,'ete un-
able to identifv it. In a paper recording her experiences \ rs. Slosson (d)
st1-led the tnsect Ignotus aen'ig'ntatlczs u''ithout intention of enclorn,ing it rvith zu

naine. 'l'he species bore this name, horvever, for several years, ancl, in r9og,
J'irs' Slosson (7) published a clescription of t1-re rnale ancl {ernale adult, anci
t1-re iarva, prepa'cri by Freclerick Blanchar-d, and accornpanie<l by several ex-
ceilent dr-au,ings. l'his articie came to the attention of Phiiip Zaitzev, a Russian
errtonrologist, t'ho pointed out (8) that the species alreacly had been clescribed
ancl f igured br.. r[otschulskl', in r839, f rom ']'r.anscaucasia uncler- the name
T ltt,lct d,t ias c ontyoc tus.

In 1916, Fc'lt (r) reported the presence of great numbers of the lar'ae
of this species in a house in Nerv York, ancl expressecl the opinion that the
species "nrar- pos:sib1r- beconre a l)est of consiclerable importancc in rlruseuins,
probablv in storecl food products ar-rc1 perhaps in cln,ellings". In 1927, N{utch-
ler ancl \\"eiss. in a paper on the clernresticl beetres of Ner,v Jersey (5), stated
that their attention had been ca1lec1, fron time to time, to infestations of the
species in collections o{ insects and other natural history specimens.

In l'Iay', r93o, se\reral of the larvae rvere founcr at ottau,,a, {eeding on
dried specinrens of Oestrici f1ies, in a siua11 box l:rbe11cc1 ,,A. E porsild. yukon
delta'. J ulr. t8, t926" . i\re u,e re tlna\vare o{ the iclentity of the laryae ancl
placed thenr in a petri dish r'vitl-r the clried bociies of several moths. The larvae
fecl readily on the rnoths, ancl one (a female) pupatecl ancl eurergecl on June19. 'Il-re remainder rvere stil1 in t1-re larval stage rvhen examined in Tanuarv,r93r' The petri rlish r'vas subscquently nrisplacecl cluring the process of olfice
tnovir'g and u'as not again cxaminecl until -fantr.ar,\-, 1942, lvhen ir r,v:Ls founcl
that six aclults, one male ancl five {emaies, had enrergei ancl cliecj, irr:id no living
iarvae rernained. The beetles were then passecl to \\.. J. Bror,,,n thl kindly cle-
ternrined tlrer.n as Thltlodrias coutracttt-r \,[o.:s.

Both sexes of the oclcl beetle bear a single ccellLrs betrveen the cor-upound
e1'es, and are 2-3'm. in length, yellorvish-bror,n.r in colo'r ancl thinly clothed
u'ith pale hairs. The male is elongate, has lohg slender antennae ancl 1egs, and
possesse-s elvtra but no rvings. The female is larviform, ancl has neither wings
nor elvtra lt is stouter and its antennae ancl legs are nruch shorter ancl u,eaker
than in the rnale. 'J'he larva is a stout brou,nish grnlr, somervhat similar in
appearance to the larva of the buffalo carpet beetle, but snra11cr. ancl lacks the
caudal hail tufts of the latter species, ancl bears on its abclorninal dorsum a
dense covering of short clavate bristles.

There are eight other species o{ clern.resticl beetles in Canacla, that feed
on animal matter, ancl ale of actual or potential economic importance. "Ihese
are the larder beetle, Dert'nestes lardarius L.,x a conlrnol.r an<1 widespread house-
hoid pest especially fond of aninlal food pro<lucts ; the hicle or leather beetle,
Dermestes uttlpinus Fab.* (recordecl f rom ontar-io ancl euebec), 1,hich feeds
on meat and other {ood n-raterials of high protein content; the black carpet
treetle, Attaqenus piceus o1iv.,* a rviclespreacl pest of fabrics, furs, other 

'ra-tetiais of aninral origin, and also of cereal products ; Attager,s pellio L., taken

*For a more detailed account see Gibsorr and Twinu (4).
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in Ontario ancl Quebec ancl reared by Fletcher (S) i" rgoz from larvae de-

stroying carpets at \\'to1fevi11e, Nova Scotia; 'l'rogod,ertua versicolor Cteutz',x

received in rg3o frorr Napanee, Ont., ancl rearecl at Ottarva on rvooilen cloth

and ceteal products ; Trogode,'nt.a ornata Say, taken at Trenton, Ont., June /,
t9oz, and. recordecl in the United States as occurring in dwellings and occas-

ionally attacking insect collections ; the buf falo carpet beetle, Antlryenus scrophu-

Iariae 1,.,* a rvide-spread pest of carpets, clothing and other ntaterials of anima.l

origin, and the varied cafpet beetle, Anthrenus aerbasci L.,x a species of similar

habits receivecl {rom Toronto in rqzS. and reared at Ottan,a on cereals ancl wool.
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A NEW SPECIES OF I'ORCIPOI'IYIA (DIPT.; CHIRTJNOI'IIDAE)x
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Forcipornyia simulata n. sp.
Mole.-Length z n.rm. Black, shining. Antennal plumes black; basai an-

tennal segment <1u11 b1ack, segments o{ flagellum brorvnish.

Thorax black, pleural nretnbranes bloivnish, dorsum greyish pollinose; scu-

tellum and metanotunr dull black rvith faint po1len. I{alteres dark brownish with
creamy white knobs. Femora and tibiae bror'vnish ivith apices of tibiae slightiv

*Contrib'uti.on from the Divisio,n of Systernaltic Entonaotrogy, Entomological Branch, Dep't'
o{ Agric., Ottawa.
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Esimulafa n.sp.




